
Soul-Directed Education Resources
Important Disclosure: I only recommend books and resources that I LOVE or that illuminates the dark history of
forced government schooling. For some of these, I am using affiliate links. You pay nothing extra; any commission
that I earn comes at no additional cost to you. I recommend these resources because I have found them to be
tremendously useful and helpful.

Instead of Schooling
Book and Online Course

Self-Portrait
Self-Portrait™ Power Traits Assessment that helps you uncover strengths and the way that you
and your child are naturally wired to learn. I recommend you do this for yourself and each child
with these links: Parents and Students

Self-Directed Education & Parenting Books
The Underground History of American Education by John Taylor Gatto

The Schools Our Children Deserve: Moving Beyond Tradtional Classrooms and "Tougher
Standards" by Alfie Kohn: a solid, research-based look at education that will open your eyes.

Free to Learn by Peter Gray: beautiful book that shows how kids learn naturally through play
and self-direction.

Free Range Kids by Lenore Skenazy: makes it easy and normal to give kids the same kind of
freedom most of us had -- and loved.

Unconditional Parenting by Alfie Kohn: how to love your kids unconditionally so that they
become their most caring, responsible selves.

How Children Learn by John Holt: the classic that started the unschooling movement.

Dumbing Us Down by John Taylor Gatto: another classic that will change how you view school
forever.

Weapons of Math Destruction: How Big Data Increases Inequality and Threatens Democracy by
Cathy O'Neil

Why are You Still Sending Your Kids to School by Blake Boles: a handbook for taking your kids
out of school and unschooling them.
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https://soulagency.org/instead-of-schooling/
https://soulagency.org/store/instead-of-schooling/
http://www.aselfportraitonline.net/store/powerofyou.asp?promo=ThorsenPS
http://www.aselfportraitonline.net/store/default.asp?promo=ThorsenLS
https://archive.org/details/JohnTaylorGattoTheUndergroundHistoryOfAmericanEducationBook
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0618083456/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=0618083456&linkCode=as2&tag=cthorsen-20&linkId=d09941f8c7871fb1393dd30973d41808
https://amzn.to/2CAXXPZ
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0470574755/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=0470574755&linkCode=as2&tag=cthorsen-20&linkId=da456a16b068f531b59e23784ae0d84c
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0743487486/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=0743487486&linkCode=as2&tag=cthorsen-20&linkId=69dfc5b0cb8f6b5311f651f62634692a
https://amzn.to/2Z4ZGV4
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0865718547/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=0865718547&linkCode=as2&tag=cthorsen-20&linkId=beec96e675e3da2679e99ef79361948f
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0553418831/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=0553418831&linkCode=as2&tag=cthorsen-20&linkId=9f5f5bcc6f4f24bddad777911acc9512
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0986011975/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=0986011975&linkCode=as2&tag=cthorsen-20&linkId=b952c9a5645e6b347149e13a882d2982
https://soulagency.org/


Smart Moves: Why Learning is Not All In Your Head by Carla Hannaford

Unicorns are Real: a Right-Brained Approach to Learning by Barbara Meister Vital

Documentaries & Videos
The Six Purposes of Education by John Taylor Gatto

John Taylor Gatto website

Schooling the World

Race to NowhereClass Dismissed

Do Schools Kill Creativity by Sir Ken Robinson

The Decline of Play by Peter Gray

Finding Your Element by Sir Ken Robinson

The Puzzle of Motivation by Dan Pink

The Myth of Average by Todd Rose

Stop Stealing Dreams by Seth Godin

I Sued the School System by Prince EA

Books by the inventors of forced government schooling
Principles of Secondary Education by Alexander Inglis

The History of Education by Ellwood P. Cubberly

Writing Resources

Handwriting Without Tears is a solid approach to learning how to print and also the lost art of
cursive.

I can personally vouch for Cover Story as a fun and engaging middle school writing curriculum.
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https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0915556375/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=0915556375&linkCode=as2&tag=cthorsen-20&linkId=1b6c59ca8f6b960ca1191d6901ab393c
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0915190354/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=0915190354&linkCode=as2&tag=cthorsen-20&linkId=642605a1958affa1f4dcad0c074c89ba
https://youtu.be/eP98ZKt709A
https://www.johntaylorgatto.com/category/media/
https://schoolingtheworld.org/
http://www.racetonowhere.com/about-film
http://classdismissedmovie.com/
https://youtu.be/iG9CE55wbtY
https://youtu.be/Bg-GEzM7iTk
https://youtu.be/17fbxRQgMlU
https://youtu.be/rrkrvAUbU9Y
https://youtu.be/4eBmyttcfU4
https://youtu.be/sXpbONjV1Jc
https://youtu.be/dqTTojTija8
https://archive.org/details/principlesofseco00ingliala/mode/2up
https://www.fulltextarchive.com/book/THE-HISTORY-OF-EDUCATION/
https://www.lwtears.com/solutions/writing/handwriting-without-tears
https://clearwaterpress.com/coverstory/


Dyslexia

Made by Dyslexia

Yale Center for Dyslexia and Creativity

Learning Ally - audiobooks, can qualify for free membership

Math
Constructing the Universe- math through the lens of nature, art, and architecture

YouCubed - Jo Boaler, Stanford professor, has courses and exercises to revamp the teaching of
maths

Mr D Math - online self-paced and live higher math classes

No Nonsense Algebra - pre-algebra and algebra books and videos

Math U See

Teaching Textbooks

The Number Catcher

The Number Race

Science
Rupert Sheldrake website and YouTube channel

Crrow777radio episode on Tycho Brahe

The Fourth Phase of Water by Gerald Pollack

The Secret Intelligence of Water by Veda Austin

Regenerate by Sayer Ji and Sachin Patel

Pleomorphism
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http://madebydyslexia.org/
http://www.dyslexia.yale.edu/
https://learningally.org/
http://www.constructingtheuniverse.com/
https://www.youcubed.org/
https://www.mrdmath.com/
https://nononsensealgebra.com/
https://mathusee.com/
http://teachingtextbooks.com/
http://www.thenumbercatcher.com/nc/home.php
http://www.thenumberrace.com/nr/home.php
https://www.sheldrake.org/
https://www.youtube.com/c/RupertSheldrakePhD
https://www.crrow777radio.com/445-the-777-stars-of-tycho-brahe-he-observed-measured-stars-luminaries-free/
https://youtu.be/i-T7tCMUDXU
https://www.vedaaustin.com/
https://youtu.be/Q3iIWfoxdgc
https://www.bioregmed.org/the-germ-theory-debunked/#


Government & Economics

A Trio of Amazing Economics Books offered by the Foundation for Economic Education:
Economics in One Lesson, The Law, and I, Pencil

Whatever Happened to Penny Candy? by Richard Maybury

Best Evidence - YouTube channel by John Titus about the Federal Reserve & Money

The Creature from Jekyll Island: a second look at the federal reserve

Online Courses & Schools
Sora - project-based learning for high school

Galileo - self-directed education for ages 8-18

Enki - an update of Rudolph Steiner’s Waldorf approach - for grades 6-9

Global Village School

Outschool: live online classes and camps

Study.com - video based learning, some with college credit

International Virtual Learning Academy - created by Arizona State University, NCAA approved.
Offers K-12 with a wide range of options from content partners.

Acellus Academy: accredited online K-12 school; video lessons and online quizzes and tests.
$79 per month per student for up to 6 classes.

Power Homeschool: the non-accredited homeschool version of Acellus Academy; parent as
teacher; $25 per month per student for up to 6 classes.

Khan Academy: free K-12 courses, my kids didn’t like but some do.

Dual Enrollment - Early College
Sofia University- for college credit; free if you complete in 60 days, check with the colleges on
your list to make sure they will transfer
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https://store.fee.org/collections/high-potential/products/fee-book-collection
https://store.fee.org/collections/high-potential/products/fee-book-collection
https://amzn.to/3duc8sq
https://www.youtube.com/c/BestEvidence
https://www.youtube.com/c/BestEvidence
https://soraschools.com/
https://galileoxp.com/
https://enkieducation.org/our-programs/enki-virtual-community-school/
https://www.globalvillageschool.org/
https://outschool.com/
https://study.com/
https://internationalvla.com/
https://www.acellusacademy.com/
https://www.powerhomeschool.org/
https://www.khanacademy.org/
https://www.sofia.edu/


Outlier - Intro to Psychology and Calculus through the University of Pittsburgh; pay only if you
pass

Grand Canyon University - a wide selection of college courses at ~ $200 each, a Christian
perspective, most of the colleges that I asked will accept these courses as long as they are core
courses

Bob Jones University - a wide selection of college courses at ~ $225 each, a Christian
perspective, most of the colleges that I asked will accept these courses as long as they are core
courses

Home Education Guides
Cathy Duffy Reviews - organized by age and subject

The Homeschool Resource Roadmap - charts of curriculum and resources by age and subject
area

Build Your Library - learning through books

Project-Based Homeschooling by Lori Pickert

Charlotte Mason Approach - literature based

Unschooling School - a resource center to empower families to use the resources at public
schools to facilitate their free learning. They have a great list of resources here.

Let Grow - helping you to trust that your kids can make their way in the world.

Alfie Kohn - a brilliant thinker who will change your view of testing, homework, and conventional
parenting

Naomi Aldort - parenting support and coachin

Home Education Online Stores
Rainbow Resource

Homeschool Buyers Co-op

For Small Hands - Montessori materials

4

https://outlier.org/
https://www.gcu.edu/individual-courses/dual-enrollment
https://www.bju.edu/academics/high-school.php
https://cathyduffyreviews.com/
https://www.homeschoolroadmap.org/
https://buildyourlibrary.com/
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1475239068/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=1475239068&linkCode=as2&tag=cthorsen-20&linkId=5a10559e3ed363050b8e6a8f98738e7e
https://simplycharlottemason.com/
https://www.unschoolingschool.com/
https://www.unschoolingschool.com/
https://letgrow.org/
https://www.alfiekohn.org/
https://www.naomialdort.com/
https://www.rainbowresource.com/
https://www.homeschoolbuyersco-op.org/
https://www.forsmallhands.com/

